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SPECTRUM is the official journal of the Auckland VHF Group Inc. Opinions 
expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect club points 
of view.  The closing date for SPECTRUM articles is by the Monday of the last 
week of the preceding month. Articles to be submitted to the editor, via the 

email: spectrum@aucklandvhf.org 

  Auckland VHF Group Inc.    

Branch 66 NZART 
PO Box 10138, Dominion Rd, Auckland 1446 

Clubrooms: 30 Hazel Ave, Mt Roskill 

Club News and Net: 

The combined Auckland VHF Group and Auckland Regional Branch News and 
Net are held on 146.625 MHz and 439.875 MHz at 8.15 pm each Sunday or 
after the ZL6A National Broadcast on the last Sunday of the month.  
 

Club meetings are held at the Clubrooms at Hazel Avenue, on the second 
Monday of each month at 7.30 pm.  For other details, listen to the News and 
Net each Sunday evening. 

Office          Name     Call sign   Work / Mobile E-mail 

President         Matthew King        ZL1YOT 022 649 3310  president@aucklandvhf.org 

Vice President        Currently Vacant           vicepresident@aucklandvhf.org 

Secretary         Alastair Anderson     ZL1NEO    secretary@aucklandvhf.org 

Treasurer               George Raffles        ZL1TUX 021 735 361  treasurer@aucklandvhf.org 

Committee         Darryl Grange        ZL1TCI 021 123 7733` darryl@aucklandvhf.org 

                      Jim Logan        ZL1DI 021 331 747  

                Brian Wilson        ZL1UXB 021 1639 532 

                Dave Dingley        ZL1TIA 021 782 159               

AREC Group Leader        Matthew King        ZL1YOT 022  649 3310 arec@aucklandvhf.org 

Deputy Group Leader     George Raffles        ZL1TUX 021 735 361  arec@aucklandvhf.org 

ZL1BQ Trustee        Matthew King        ZL1YOT 022 649 3310  zl1bqtrustee@aucklandvhf.org 

Head Repeater Trustee  Simon Bridger        ZL1THH    headtrustee@aucklandvhf.org 

690 Manager         Dennis Seymour        ZL1UET 021-747-664  dennisseymournz@gmail.com 

Spectrum Editor        Currently Vacant       spectrum@aucklandvhf.org 

Trading Table         George Raffles        ZL1TUX 021 735 361  tradingtable@aucklandvhf.org 

Account Reviewer        Basil Orr         ZL1TOW 021  867 367 

ZL1VHD  D-star gateway administrator:  Laurie ZL1ICU    09 634 5130     perma@xtra.co.nz 

                                                                                                     0274 817463   

ZL1VHD  D-star  gateway registration URL :       http:://zl1vhd.dstar.org.nz  

Webmaster          Terry Corin        ZL1BPA    webmaster@aucklandvhf.org  

Club Web Page:         http://aucklandvhf.org 

mailto:peterlov@ihug.co.nz
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Auckland VHF Group (Inc) Branch 66 

  General Meeting Notice 

Monday 13 October 2025 at 7:30 pm. 

At the Hazel Avenue Clubrooms,  

Located on the left at the end of Hazel Avenue 

Subject:  Talk on Nuclear Fusion. 

Speaker: Benjamin Bridger.   

 

Benjamin is working at Open Star the nuclear fusion startup 
in Wellington, making high temperature superconductor  

electromagnets that will levitate inside a fusion reactor.  

As you do.  

He will give a talk about what he is doing there, as well as 
how one turns base metal into gold for profit  

https://www.openstar.tech/   

 
EVERYBODY WELCOME 

Tea, Coffee and Biscuits (Supper) will be provided at  to  

conclusion of the meeting. 

Dates to Remember over the next month. 
October      13th (Mon) 7.30 pm Hazel Ave Clubrooms, General Meeting 

October      20th (Mon) 7.30 pm  Auckland Vintage Radio Society General Meeting, 

    Held at the Auckland VHF Group Clubrooms,  

October      27th (Mon) 7.30 pm Hazel Ave Clubrooms, Committee Meeting. 

October      27th  (Mon) Spectrum Close off Date for November Magazine.. 

November    1st  (Saturday) Western Suburbs Radio Club, Used Equipment Sale 

Rosebank Primary School Hall, 217 Rosebank Road, Avondale   Buyers 0900hrs 

November  10th  (Mon) 7.30 pm Hazel Ave Clubrooms, AGM/General Meeting 

Notice of AGM / SGM for adoption of a New / Updated Constitution  
The Auckland VHF Group Committee is intending to present,  

for adoption, a new club Constitution at the AGM in November.  

A new Constitution is required to meet regulatory requirements 

of the updated Societies Act. 

The new Constitution be circulated in advance to all members. 

Please talk to one of the club committee members, 

if you have any questions in the meantime. 
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Minutes for the September General Meeting of the Auckland VHF Group Inc.  
held on Monday 8 September 2025 at the Clubrooms, Hazel Avenue, Mt. Roskill 

 

The meeting commenced at:   2000 Hrs.         8:00 PM 
Attendees: as per Attendance book and recorded here. 

Attendees:   Members: 10     Visitors: 1     Apologies: 2,    Total:  11 plus 2 apologies.   

Present: Matthew King, ZL1YOT; George Raffles, ZL1TUX; Jim Logan, ZL1DI;  
  Yuri Myzuka, ZL1GYM; Vaughan Henderson, ZL1VH; Darryl Grange, ZL1TCI; 
  Ian Ashton, ZL1TOQ; Greg Storz, ZL1GSG; Simon Bridger, ZL1THH;  
  Margaret Dingley, ZL1AYV. . 

Visitors: Rojel Jaraza, VK3JRZ.  

Apologies: Basil Orr, ZL1TOW, Dave Dingley, ZL1TIA,  
 

Approval of the previous General Meeting Minutes:  

 August 2025 General Meeting Approval 

 The previous meeting held on 11 August 2025, printed in page 4 of the  September 2025 
Spectrum Newsletter, be taken as read and are a true and correct record of the meeting. 

Moved:  Matthew ZL1YOT     Seconded: Darryl ZL1TCI       Motion: Carried     

General Business:  

 Training Examiners and   
 

The General meeting closed at:  1950Hrs,     7:50PM 

Matters Arising:  Matters arising from the Minutes?      None: 

No Reports:     

General Business:     

Training  

Auckland VHF Group does not have any registered test examiners or exam supervisors, 

Discussion was on getting the ability to do testing and decided to get set up for testing. 
 

Motion: Matthew King, ZL1YOT, to be appointed as an Examiner.  Simon Bridger, ZL1THH and 
Jim Logan, ZL1DI be appointed Exam Supervisors.  

Motion:   Jim and Simon as Supervisor, Matthew as Examiners,     

Moved: Matthew        Seconded: Darryl, ZL1TCI          Motion: Carried. 
 

That the paperwork to be completed for all and sent to NZART for approval along with the 
resolutioner minutes.  

 

New Branch Constitution information. 

The Auckland VHF Group and all Societies need to update their constitution by the start of 
April 2026 or the status of the society will NOT be recognized. 

 The committee is looking at it now.  

Looking at the NZART Model Constitution and existing constitution, but not modify the club 
status specializing in VHF/UHF/SHF (above 30MHz) and technical matters & keeping in mind 
all amateur frequencies need to be available. Changes to membership etc. 

 

The General Meeting Closed at: 2021 Hrs.    08:21 pm 

Supper was server with Tea, Coffee and biscuits. 
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Information on Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) as follows:(18 October 2025) 
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) (https://www.jotajoti.info/jota) is an annual Scouting 
event that connects Scouts around the world with the use of Amateur Radio.  

The event is held on the 3rd weekend in October each year. 

The VHF Group Committee has discussed the possibility of supporting this event this 
year and initial discussions have taken place with a local Scout Group who have ex-
pressed interest in collaborating with us for this event. 

The Ham station would most probably operate only on the Saturday afternoon / even-
ing (18 October) from the clubrooms or the adjacent park. Most of the activity would 
take place on HF due to the constraints of our club house location. 

 

Please talk to one of the VHF Group Committee if you like this proposal, are able to 
support this activity or if you have any ideas about how to make this a great event. 

73, Jim ZL1DI 

Do you have a contribution for Spectrum? 
 Any contributions to add to Spectrum, would be welcome. 

We will not promise to publish everything we receive, but would be glad to 
receive suggestions or contributions that can be added. 

Further Contest Events:  
Australian Contest: 
22nd and 23rd November 2025 — WIA VHF/UHF Spring Field Day 
Web Site:   https://www.wia.org.au/members/contests/vhfuhf/ 
• Spring 2025 - 0100 UTC Saturday 22 November through 0059 UTC Sun-

day 23 November (0400 / 0359 in VK6).  
 

6th and 7th December 2025 — VHF Field Day Contest 
All bands 6 m and up. Operating with 1 hour periods are  

Saturday 5pm (1700) to 11pm (2300) and Sunday 7am (0700) to 1pm (1300). NZ  

local time.           For the full set of rules, etc.,  

go to: https://www.nzart.org.nz/activities/contests/vhf/  
 

14th and 15th February 2025 — DX (VHF) Weekend Contest 
All bands 6 m and up. Operating with 1 hour periods are  

Saturday 5pm (1700) to 11pm (2300) and Sunday 7am (0700) to 1pm (1300). NZ  

local time.           For the full set of rules, etc.,  

https://www.nzart.org.nz/activities/contests/vhf/  
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UPDATING TO THE AFN  (Alpine Fault Network) 

Kindly notify your club members.   
 
To stay up to date with AFN schedules, please join at;        https://afn.org.nz/ 
 
VOICE EXERCISE SCHEDULE CHANGE 
Effective Sunday 2nd November, 2025 the Alpine Fault Network HF voice exercise will be con-
ducted per below; 

• 0830 NZT  5.360 MHz USB 
• 1230 NZT  7.115 MHz LSB 
• 2030 NZT  3.605 MHz LSB 

The above changes have been made to give us the best opportunity for NVIS communication 
over the entire country at this time of the year. 
Please be aware that the times are mostly set due to propagation predictions rather than for 
convenience.  Having said that, base stations may find the morning and evening times conven-
ient, and field stations the lunchtime is ok. 
For now, members can check in on more than one net, however if participation increases signifi-
cantly, I may ask for future months that you limit checking in to only one. 
To ensure your station is exercised on all three frequencies, select a different net each month. 
 
VOICE EXERCISE FORMAT CHANGE 
The format of the AFN voice nets has changed;      https://afn.org.nz/exercise/voice/ 
 
Significantly, the net control station will take check-ins and complete the roll call on a per region 
basis.  You will not need to wait for all stations to check in. 
Regions are handled North to South starting at Northland and finishing with Southland. 
As soon as you have transmitted your report, you are good to close down. 
Please also note the information requested in your report has changed.  It has been streamlined 
to increase efficiency.  Please do not transmit any information not requested. 
The order in which you transmit the information is also important. 
If you want to provide additional information or ask the net control station a question, append 
the words TRAFFIC ON HAND FOR NET CONTROL to your report. 
Stay listening until the Net has concluded, awaiting Net Control to call you back. 
 

60 METRE POWER LIMIT 
A reminder that the Amateur Radio GURL prescribes a maximum of 11.8dBW EIRP on 60 metres. 
A low wire antenna over poor ground is likely to present a loss rather than gain, so transmitter 
output power between 15-20 watts would be ok for most implementations. 
 
Please take extra care to ensure the prescribed limit is not exceeded. 
regards 
Peter Mott - ZL3PWM 
National Coordinator 
ALPINE FAULT NETWORK 
Tel: +64212794995 
Email: peter@zl3pwm.nz 
-/-= 
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•  additional 

   person then becomes a family member.  

• Subscription prices are determined at the AGM preceding the year being implemented  

73    
George ZL1TUX 
Treasurer,  Auckland VHF Group Inc. 

Subscription Type Subscription Price 

Ordinary Members (Full)  $70.00 

Associate Members  $55.00 

Family Members $25.00 
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Amateur Radio Emergency 

Communication. 

Volunteers in radio communications. 

Using our resources to help the 

community. 
 

INFORMATION 

The Auckland VHF Group has an AREC Group that works closely with Auckland Council Emergency 

Management. They provide advice, resources and manpower to assist in times of need.  

The AREC section is headed by Group Leader Matthew King ZL1YOT. 

From time to time the VHF Group has training sessions and exercises. Members also assist with 

sports events, parades and other community activities.   For further information about AREC 

please see the NZART web site:  http://www.nzart.org.nz/arec/ 

JOIN BRANCH 66 AREC 

All members of the Auckland VHF Group are encouraged to join the AREC section. Your 

contribution, large or small is appreciated by all involved.   

For further information about joining Branch 66 AREC contact the Group Leader: 

   

 

•  additional 

   person then becomes a family member.  

• Subscription prices are determined at the AGM preceding the year being implemented  

   (7 months ahead of the end of financial year) 

73    
George ZL1TUX 
Treasurer,  Auckland VHF Group Inc. 

Subscription Type Subscription Price 

Ordinary Members (Full)  $70.00 

Associate Members  $55.00 

Family Members $25.00 
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TRADING TABLE 

Currently our Trading Table is only open on meeting nights. 
Currently we are only accepting orders from within New Zealand 

The Trading Table is now on line.  Navigate your way to our new look web site at  
https://aucklandvhf.org/ and click on TRADING TABLE (the most right hand tab). 
Wait a few seconds and the on-line version of the Trading Table will pop up.   
From here you can browse the various sections, dig deeper to look at what’s availa-
ble and even place your order online.  
If you prefer to just look at the Trading Table List, just hover your mouse pointer 
over the  TRADING TABLE and a drop down list will appear.   
From this  you can access the Trading Table list and download it in .PDF form.     
The Trading Table List is a comprehensive list of items the club has had in stock and 
may still have.  The price list on some items may have also changed as the list has 
not been updated. 
A lot of the items on the list are NOT loaded into the Web system as stock has not 
been validated. If there is NO quantity shown, please send an email the Trading Ta-
ble with the part number and quantity of item(s) you require, and we will get back 
to you if they are available or not and the price.  
NOTE: As this is a club, it may be two week before actual validation of items, but an 
acknowledgement should be sent and advised of approx. time delay for validation. 
The items will then be added to the internet system and these should be able t be 
ordered online. 
Payment can be by either Credit Card, or Direct Debit to our account. 
Goods belong to the Auckland VHF Group Inc. until payment is received. 
Payments by Credit Card.     
• All items sold will be in NZ$. 
• Conversion to NZ$ for purchases , to purchases money  for refunds will be at 

the normal bank rate at the time of the transaction. This may be at a  
 different rate. 
• All items sold using credit card will contain a surcharge.  This amount is taken 

out by the EFTPOS supplier before the money is deposited into the club's ac-
count. This surcharge covers the cost of the Credit Card processing.   

• With refunds, the club can only refund the amount the club has received into 
our bank account.  The club cannot pay back the surcharge, as the club had 
not received the money.  

• Stripe Credit Card Surcharge Rates. 
• NZ Cards              2.7% +  $0.30 per Transaction 
• International Cards:    3.7% +  $0.30 per Transaction 
 International cards are overseas Mastercard and Visa Cards, including all 
AMEX  and similar type cards. 

George Raffles,      Trading Table  Manager. 
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